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Dear Ma’am

I hope this correspondence finds you well.

We want to take the time to appreciate all the effort, hard work and generosity the

university has given to Charles Duna Primary School over the years.

We are excited and appreciative of the partnership that was formed and is still so alive. We

have been able to sustain and create a relationship that has lasted for years and we look

forward to a future full of possibilities.

It is our honour to share some of our achievements, progress, projects and future

endeavours with you and the following is a short description of what Charles Duna has been

up to over the 2019 year as well as what we plan for 2020 and beyond.



We received the Executive Dean of the Faculty of Education on the 9th of September 2019 at

Charles Duna primary and it was an honour to be acknowledged as one of the schools which

is excelling and surpassing all barriers in the Port Elizabeth district. The dean's visit came

from the relationship of the school with the faculty…We host student teachers each year

and our Grade R practitioners are being developed through Nelson Mandela University.

The CCS is also heavily involved with the school and some of the projects like Manyano,

Unako, Oasis, PALS, as well as the SGB and SMT training are capaciting us to better provide

the quality education our kids deserve.

Our view of education is as a tool for social justice and we strive to do this in all aspects of

the school, whether in the classroom, the sports field and even in one on one interaction

with our learners. We believe that holistic development should be central and apart from

academic and sport excellence. We partnered with the Psychology and Social work

departments at Nelson Mandela University to ensure that socio-emotional development of

our learners is taken care of, through this project social work students come to school and

work with our Learner Support agent to counsel and intervene in issues that affect learners

at Charles Duna whether they stem from home or from within the school.

Robotics, Coding and ICT development.

ICT Skills include the ability to use computers and technology creatively and independently.

Charles Duna’s motto “Excellence Leading the Way” describes this project perfectly.

This project began with the donation of computers from Anglo-Gold to Charles Duna

Primary and has grown from there into a school wide project which includes all the Learners

from Grade 1 to 7.

There are multiple means through which we intend on imparting ICT skills and knowledge to

our kids in a fun, interactive environment. We are using Lego Robotics and Scratch Coding as

two of our primary means to expose and develop skills in learners at Charles Duna Primary.

In 2020 we plan to be one of the first teams nationally that will enter a team into the Global

Robotics Competition.

Excitingly we are well on our way in other ICT related projects which include creating our

own teaching content and preserving indigenous stories from Grandmothers in our school

community. Through partnership with the Hermann Olthaver Trust and Nelson Mandela

University we have been given a device called a Raspberry Pi, which allows us to store and

share content digitally within our school. This better equips us to access teaching resources,

update our content knowledge and teaching ability as well as increase our ability to use

technology in the classroom, in the form of videos, interactive apps and other digital



resources that were difficult to access in the past. This device also greatly reduced the cost

of using the internet as it is an offline platform.

Preserving Indigenous knowledge is one of our greatest achievements in 2019, through this

project we bring the community into the school and are creating teaching content using the

stories of Grandmothers from the communities around the school. The stories and poetry

are first recorded as the Grandmothers recite them. It is then transcribed by the learners to

create typed documents which are illustrated by grade 6 and 7 learners. The written

story/poem is then reviewed and this allows another team of learners to animate the stories

into audio/visual content for us to use in the classroom.

Language teachers are in the process of developing these stories into teaching resources

suited to specific grades with purposes such as comprehension activities.

Garden and School Nutrition

Charles Duna is proud to have a garden project that has been around for more than 20

years. This project has sustained our learners and community members for many years and

it was only in 2013 the School became part of the Department of Education Feeding

Scheme. Even though this has greatly improved our ability to make sure our learners are well

nourished, we continue to sustain our gardens and plan to grow this in 2020 by sharing the

seeds and seedlings of our produce with the wider community.

Sporting and Extramural development

Charles Duna is proud to have over 10 Sporting and Extramural activities which include;

-March and Drill(Drum Majorettes)

-Soccer

-Netball

-Handball

-Rugby

-Chess

-Hockey

-Headers

-Mini-Cricket and Traditional Cricket

- Young Entrepreneurs

-Gardening Club



-Coding Club

-Science Club

-Reading Club

-Poetry Club

Some of the notable achievements for 2019 are the achievements of our March and Drill

Team for the National Finals in Cape Town, who achieved 1st Place and were also the Overall

Winner.

Numerous sporting achievements dot our calendar.

In cricket one of our major aims in 2019 were three teachers who took the initiative in the

June holidays to lay the foundations for our first cricket net and through this initiative we

were sponsored with turf mat for the surface of the pitch from Cricket EP. Cricket EP also

committed to laying a full size pitch on our school field.

This is the 4th year in which Charles Duna is hosting German students from Lower Saxony.

These students assist with the running of our extramural activities as well as the Life

Skills/Life Orientation curriculum.

-Academics

One of our learners soared onto great heights in 2019 competing at provincial level for the

isiXhosa Spelling Bee

Our grade 4, 5,6 and 7 learners participated in the 2019 National Science Olympiad and we

intend on entering into the 2020 Olympiad with all learners in the Intermediate and senior

phase.

The Eskom expo for Young Scientists is a priority in 2020 and preparation has already taken

place in 2019 to ensure mass participation of Charles Duna Learners, including our own

Charles Duna Science Expo exhibition which is planned in the second term of 2020.

School Development

2019 is the 5th consecutive year that Edupeg (Edufundi) has been involved with the school.

This programme focuses on classroom management and better equipping teachers in

discipline strategies, planning and exposing teachers to new innovative teaching strategies

which bolster the teaching efforts in Charles Duna Primary.

SGB and SMT workshops for school functionality. The SGB and SMT have participated in

multiple workshops from the Department of education as well as the Nelson Mandela

University in order to develop and train these two major stakeholders in the school to work

together in order to create a functional, conducive and productive school atmosphere.



Multiple committees have been formed to better sustain all the various activities that

happen at school at an organisational level as well as at a grassroots level to ensure order,

organisation and transparency throughout the school. The purpose of these committees as

well to rehash and revitalise policy at Charles Duna Primary in order to safeguard the

sustainability of our school and to ensure we continue leading the way through excellence.

To a future full of possibilities…

Yours

Miss N. M. Sume.

Charles Duna Primary


